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Bulk milk result round-up

A few weeks ago we collected bulk milk samples from all our dairy farms and screened for the presence of antibodies to IBR, BVD,
leptospirosis, liver fluke and Salmonella, depending on their vaccination status. Here's a summary of the results:
Salmonella dublin
- Of the 93 farms tested; 25 herds were positive for S. Dublin antibody and 68 herds were negative.- This signifies that 27%
of the unvaccinated herds we tested had been exposed to S. Dublin!
Leptospirosis
- 45 herds were unvaccinated for leptospirosis and bulk milk screening revealed 29 tested positive and 16 tested negative.That means that in our sample, 64% of unvaccinated herds had been exposed to leptospirosis.- Within the positive herds: 2%
had low levels of antibodies, 49% had medium levels and 49% had high levels of antibodies.
BVD
- Of the 44 herds that were unvaccinated against BVD, 37 farms tested positive for BVD antibodies and 7 were negative.This means that of the unvaccinated farms tested, 84% had been exposed to BVD or had cattle that may have unknown
vaccination status.
IBR
- Of the 110 dairy herds sampled, 28 do not vaccinate against IBR and were tested for antibody status. Of those 28 farms, half
tested positive for IBR antibodies and half tested negative.- Therefore 50% of the unvaccinated herds that we tested had been
exposed to IBR.
Fluke
- 39 herds opted to screen for liver fluke antibodies.- 10 herds screened (25%) were negative, 20 herds (52%) had light
infestation, 8 herds (21%) had moderate infestation and 1 herd (2%) had heavy infestation.
Thanks to all farms who took part in this project.
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