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LDA
Left Displaced Abomasum 

The key to a successful recovery of an LDA is early intervention to correct the 
displacement and treating the concurrent disease. Pain relief and antibiotic cover is 
always recommended post-op.

Prevention is focused on ensuring your cows are transitioned correctly from dry to 
milking. If over 2% of your herd experience LDA annually, we recommend looking 
into your transition period. 

We can provide a Vital 90 assessment which looks at transition, housing, feeding 
and cows body condition score at £75 + VAT. This includes a report and discussion 
with your vet about how to improve transition cow health.

The last couple of months have seen an increase in the number 
of LDA’s or twisted stomachs seen throughout the practice. 
The challenging weather experienced last summer led to the 
production of forage of variable quality. Changes in diet and the 
effects of some of the poorer silage seem to be precipitating the 
recent increase in cases.

Treatment is usually in the form of surgery, 
historically cows have often been rolled 
to correct the displacement, however 
recurrence rates are generally very high. 
Getting the cow to eat post operatively is 
vital to kick start gut motility. Oral fluids with 
an appetite stimulant and propylene glycol 
will encourage the cow to eat.

The abomasum normally lies on the right hand side of the abdominal floor, however 
reduced motility can lead it to fill with gas displacing to the top of the abdomen. It is 
more likely to rise on the left-hand side- known as LDA (Left Displaced Abomasum).

Traditionally LDAs are seen in housed cattle in early lactation. Anything that reduces 
Dry Matter Intake (DMI) or gut motility, such as hypocalcaemia, acidosis and 
inflammatory disease (endometritis, mastitis, lameness), will increase the likelihood of 
an LDA occurring.

Clinical and subclinical ketosis is a major risk factor for an LDA to occur. Cows with 
BHB values over 1.2 are five times more likely to have an LDA than non-ketotic 
cows. Testing for ketosis is quick, relatively inexpensive and involves a small sample 
of blood being tested on a hand-held meter. Screening cows 5-20 days calved can 
give an indication of the level of ketosis in your herd.

Clinical signs are:  
• Selective fibre appetite
• Reduced milk yield
• Ketosis and a ‘ping’ on the left flank  
 when examined with a stethoscope.
• Limited interest in concentrate feed
• Poor response to treatment for  
 concurrent disease. 



Calf health check 
This winter we have started offering ‘Calf health checklists’. 
These involve a one-on-one discussion and assessment of your calf rearing 
husbandry and housing.  

Using a points-based system a report will be 
generated which will highlight which areas of your calf 
rearing are weaker and what can be done to produce 
stronger, healthier calves that grow efficiently. 

It is now well known and proven that growth checks and disease at a young 
age impact the cows productive life dramatically! 

 Ͻ Ventilation (by smoke bombs), 
 Ͻ Humidity
 Ͻ Draughts (by air speed), 
 Ͻ Calf colostrum uptake  

 (by blood samples)

 Ͻ Nest scoring
 Ͻ Scour and respiratory  

 health scoring 

 We use objective measurements including;

This package includes an assessment visit, report & follow up visit, for just £100 + VATor FREE if in the  Calf Health Club! 

Laura Newsome - BVSc MRCVS 
Laura graduated from Nottingham University in 2016 and has 
since been working in large animal practice in Clitheroe.  

Laura grew up just over the Yorkshire border in Todmorden on 
a Dairy and Sheep farm.  
Fertility work and young stock health are Laura’s key areas of 
interests.

Outside of work Laura and her partner have a small flock of 
pedigree Beltex, which they show during the summer months. 
They also have 2 horses and dogs.

Jane Coar - Farm Vet Tech 
Jane joined Oakhill Farm Vets in 2018 but is no stranger to 
farming, having grown up helping out on her dad’s dairy and 
beef farm. 
 
Jane works along side our Farm Vet Team running the Calf 
Club and offering services such as disbudding and mobility 
scoring.

Prior to working for Oakhill, Jane worked as an international 
show jumping groom, spending  3 years in America and 
Europe. 

When Jane isn’t at Oakhill Farm Vets, she looks after horses 
on film sets, including Game of Thrones and Star Wars.

Meet the Team
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  EVENTS

RED ROSE DAIRY DISCUSSION GROUP - COACH TRIP
Coach leaves 8am prompt from Oakhill Farm Vets, Goosnargh 
This year’s trip takes us to the other side of the Pennines where we will visit 
two farms; award winning Manor Farm who swapped Holsteins to Jerseys 
6 years ago using a pasture based system. Then on to Thorncliffe Farm, 
Emley, where the Parker family milk 280 holsteins on 5 newly installed Lely 
robots. FREE MEETING - MEAL INCLUDED

INFECTIOUS DISEASES SHEEP MEETING 
Broughton & District Club, Whittingham Lane, Broughton, PR3 5DA 
Join Oakhill Farm Vets and Alison Braddock from SAC to discuss the testing 
and control of infectious diseases in the national flock and the benefits of 
eradicating these diseases. FREE MEETING - SUPPER INCLUDED 

RESPONSIBLE MEDICINES COURSE
Oakhill Farm Vets, Langley Lane, Goosnargh, PR3 2JQ
This will cover medicines indications of use, withdrawal periods, off 
licence use amongst many other exciting medicine-related topics. These 
courses are now a recommendation for any Red Tractor Assured farms.  
£40 + VAT PER PERSON - INC. LUNCH, BOOKLET & CERTIFICATE.

INTRODUCTORY FOOT TRIMMING COURSE
Oakhill Farm Vets, Langley Lane, Goosnargh, PR3 2JQ 
This one day course covers; identifying and grading cattle lameness, learning 
anatomical areas of the bovine foot and the theory behind preventative foot 
trimming, trimming cows feet with Dutch Method, and identifying common 
lesions and how to treat them. £115 +VAT PER PERSON - LUNCH INCLUDED

We send our clients marketing communications that include reminders for animal vaccinations and healthcare treatments, news information on the practice, animal welfare (such as 
disease awareness education) events and latest related product offers. If you do not wish to receive these marketing communications please speak to a member of the Oakhill Team 

(contact details above). We hope that what we send is useful and you will continue to want to hear from us!

Thursday

21st
February 
2019 - 1:30pm

Wednesday 

20th 
February 
2019 - 12:30pm

BVD STAMP IT OUT MEETING
Oakhill Farm Vets, Langley Lane, Goosnargh, PR3 2JQ 
A new initiative has been launched to help farmers in England tackle BVD 
After attending the first meeting a one to one on farm visit will be undertaken 
with funding covering a check test on the herd.  
FREE MEETING - LUNCH INCLUDED

Thursday 

7th 
March 

2019 - 10am

HERDSMAN FOOT TRIMMING COURSE
3 day course, Oakhill Farm Vets, Goosnargh 
Our Herdsman Foot Trimming course is designed to equip you with the 
skills you need to reduce instances of lameness on your farm. 
The course teaches attendees to trim using the renowned ‘5 Step Method’. 
£480 + VAT, INCLUDING LUNCH & CERTIFICATE

Wednesday 

13th 
March
2019 - 8am

Tuesday

19th - 21st 

March
2019 - 9am

Wednesday 

13th 
February 

2019 - 7pm


